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March 22, 2021

Jason Sergeant
Community Development Director
City of Evansville
31 S. Madison Street
PO Box 529
Evansville, WI 53536

Dear Jason and members of the selection committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this proposal for the new West Side Park development and splashpad 
project. We are very excited for you and the community to bring on new public assets such as these and look 
forward the opportunity to assist you. Our firm is dedicated to the park and recreation industry and have a long 
list of successful projects and happy clients. After 20 years of leading the park design studio for national level 
firms, Parkitecture + Planning was founded in January of 2020 to focus on what we do best, in our home state 
of Wisconsin. While Parkitecture is a relatively new name, our team is well seasoned in similar project experience. 
Our name is borrowed from the strong legacy of nature based design in the National Park System and we believe 
whole heartedly in this ethos. We choose to focus solely on projects that improve public access and experience 
in open space settings. Our work history and clients (past and current) attest to this passion and dedication. Our 
blend of Landscape Architecture and Engineering theories gives us a creative and grounded approach towards 
our design solutions.

Our long time partner Iconica is a design/build firm with decades of experience delivering similar projects. The 
resume of park structure and aquatic facilities includes small community park shelters to large scale waterpark 
resorts in the Wisconsin Dells. The MEP engineering staff have a strong emphasis on sustainable facility design 
and energy efficient mechanical systems. Many of these projects have achieved LEED Accreditation.

This project includes elements from every discipline of design, and it is unlikely you will find another team with 
all of these resources under one roof. Parkitecture and Iconica offer you this unified solution. Our design staff 
function as a single entity sharing the same office space, design resources, and workflow. This collective group 
is currently collaborating on numerous similar projects. 

Our team is uniquely qualified for this project for several reasons:
• Our experience and passion for community aquatics facilities runs deep. We are currently engaged in seven 

pool design/renovation projects and eight splashpad design projects in Wisconsin.
• Our pool design/engineering staff are Certified Pool Operators and provide design with operations in mind.
• We understand the nuances of both large and small scale park development projects, especially those located 

adjacent to residential areas. See our project profiles section for a partial list of our recent park projects.
• Our firm has several current design and construction projects in and around the Evansville area including the 

design of the new Blanchardville pool facility. This positions us for potential trip sharing, overlap with local 
contractor resources, and familiarity with local regulators and utility contacts. 

• We have excellent working relationships with the major contractors in this part of the State and understand 
the bidding climate and pricing structures. This gives us an advantage during design by soliciting feedback 
on design iterations, maintaining budget expectations, testing design and constructability methods and 
materials.

• Our team provides an enhanced ability to produce real time construction estimates and budgets due to the 
design/build structure of Iconica. We have a dedicated department of estimators who manage construction 
budgets for projects of all scales.

• We have earned the respect of the State DSPS pool code reviewers and hold frequent discussions with them.
• All of our design staff are located together streamlining project coordination and efficiency. 
• Our office location is within 30 minutes of the project site.
• Several members of our design team are from in and around the Evansville community and have personal 

interest in seeing these improvements get completed.
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We have discussed the project with you, visited the sites, and I am confident that we understand the goals of the 
project, various site issues, and have the extensive technical expertise to implement these plans.  Our resume of 
similar recreation facility design is long and well proven in Wisconsin.  

We are believers in creating attainable goals and finding small successes with the clients and projects we engage. 
The lessons learned from the countless park and open space projects we have facilitated will offer you and the 
facility managers a proven process, excellent track record, and the confidence that the improvements will stand 
the test of time and serve the Evansville community for years to come. 

We look forward to the opportunity to share our perspectives with you should you select Parkitecture + Planning/
Iconica.
.
Thank you very much for your consideration of our team.

Sincerely,

Blake Theisen, PLA, ASLA     
Principal

Parkitecture + Planning
901 Deming Way, Suite 102
Madison, WI  53717

E blake@parkitecture.org
P 608.886.6808 
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Established in 2020, Parkitecture + Planning is a fresh start with familiar faces. 

Principals Blake Theisen (Landscape Architect) and Katie MacDonald (Civil Engineer) formed the 
company to follow their passion, by focusing on park, open space, and aquatic based projects.

Born from the oldest Landscape Architecture firm in Wisconsin, our primary focus is on creating 
vibrant site design opportunities for our clients and community members.

Our approach toward park and open space design focuses on how social interaction can be 
stimulated through thoughtful layout and creative use of materials. We work to blend the lines 
of natural and built environments to enhance the user experience.

P a r k i t e c t u r e  +  P l a n n i n g
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w w w . p a r k i t e c t u r e . o r g

We are Landscape Architects.
We are Engineers.
Above all, we are

|Landscape Architecture

|Park and Open Space Master Planning

|Aquatic Facility Analysis and Design

|Athletic Facility Design

|Recreational Waterfront Visioning

|Public/Private Campground Design

|Custom Theme Playscapes

|Civil Engineering

|Stormwater Management

|Site Design

|Construction Documentation

|Construction Administration

|Land-Use Planning

|Public Outreach

SERVICES + ASSISTANCE
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